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1920s
In 1920, Phoenix boasted its first skyscraper, the Heard Building, a population 29,053, 
and several sorority women who wanted to gather for sisterhood. Because not a sin-
gle sorority had an alumnae chapter in Phoenix at that time, they gathered on April 
4th that year and created the Phoenix Panhellenic Association (PPA). A century has 
passed since then, and in those 100 years PPA, which was also known as the Pan-Hel-
lenic Society or Pan-Hellenic club, has provided sisterhood, philanthropy, opportu-
nities for service, and social events to the sorority woman of the area. Let’s take a 
moment to celebrate those 100 years and reflect on all that PPA has done and has 
meant to the people of Phoenix.

The ground was laid in 1919 when the Alpha Phi Quarterly reported that “A city Pan-
hellenic in far off Phoenix, Arizona, is the latest addition to the roll. Sixteen fraterni-
ty women representing eleven national sororities organized at a lunch and laid the 
foundation of a permanent Panhellenic group. The sororities represented were KKΓ, 
KAΘ, ΠBΦ, ΓΦB, ΣAΙ, XΩ, ΔΔΔ, AΟΠ, ΔΖ (or perhaps ΔΓ), BΣΟ and AXΩ.” 
Margaret Mae Hurley, an Alpha Omicron Pi from the University of California-Berke-
ley was present and served as PPA’s first president.

From 16 women in 1919 to 100 women in 1923, PPA grew quickly. In 1925, the organi-
zation included women from eighteen national sororities and worked “to promote 
good fellowship among the various sororities and to aid newcomers in the city who 
are eligible in becoming acquainted” (1925 article in the Republic). By 1928, the city 
of Phoenix was home to approximately 48,000 residents, and the state had just cel-
ebrated its “Sweet Sixteen” birthday. Against this background of explosive growth, 
PPA offered sorority women an important way to meet each other and get connected.

How did those women ever find each other with no 
internet and limited phone service? Many turned to 
the society pages of the Republic where hostesses list-
ed their phone numbers and asked sorority women 
in the area to put their names on a list in the Gold-
water Department Store ladies room! To make sure 
that women at college could attend while home on 
vacation and meet area alumnae, the members of PPA 
invited them to holiday and summer events. In 1924, 
Panhellenic women began funding scholarship loans 
for sorority women enrolled in the University of Ari-
zona and the Arizona State College at Tempe.

History

1923-1924 President  
Mrs. A.J. “Birdie” Keen ΔΖ
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Much of that fundraising took place at Panhellenic social events that were de-
scribed in the paper. As we might expect, the society page announcements are rich 
in details about the centerpieces, the décor, the high bridge score, and the hostess. 
Shirley Christy often hosted these events at her home on Christy Road which ran 
alongside the William Christy ranch (presumably her husband’s) and later became 
McDowell Rd.

PPA welcomed 1926 at a New Year’s Eve party at the Rendezvous Ballroom in Mesa. 
Admission was 10 cents and dancing was 5 cents! It was truly the roaring 20’s. 
When the Great Depression hit, there are not as many Panhellenic luncheons, teas, 
or dances described in the Republic, but the fundraising apparently continued. 

1930s 
On December 1, 1934, the Republic describes a Gala Holiday Dance Benefit in the 
fiesta room of Hotel Westward Ho. Florence New made all of the arrangements for 
the dance, and music was furnished by the Kit Kat orchestra with proceeds going 
to the Scholarship Loan fund.

In 1936, Panhellenic hosted a 
“Guest Day” at Camelback Inn 
for members and their guests 
at a Bridge Tea. That same year, 
the organization was able to 
award scholarship loans to 20 
women attending college. The 
calendar for December 1937 fea-
tured 5 afternoon events includ-
ing a benefit scholarship theater 
party, as well as the grand Hol-
iday Tea when past Presidents 
of PPA presided at the tea table. 
More than 100 guests were expected for high school seniors and Junior College 
women who were to attend college the next year were also invited. By 1938, as 
the Great Depression was coming to an end, the Phoenix Panhellenic Association 
had more than 300 members getting together at teas, dances, scholarship efforts, 
philanthropies, and other events.

In 1938 President Franklin D. Roosevelt, who himself was crippled by polio, found-
ed the “March of Dimes”—an act that may have inspired Panhellenic’s decision in 
1939 to raise money to aid crippled children. When the year began, the scholarship 
loan fund was already completed funded and so the annual fundraising dance was 
not held. When PPA turned its attention to helping crippled children, it added a 
representative for this effort to its governance structure that included the four 
main executive officers and committees for nominating, program, publicity, mem-
bership & reception, and the Christmas Tea. 
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Greek-letter women were guests at a beautifully 
appointed tea at Jokake Inn (March 1, 1938)
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1940s 
A 1940 ad for Goldwater’s Department Store told shoppers, “Buy your Easter Seals, 
to help crippled children, from any Pan-Hellenic member.” In addition to selling 
Easter Seals, some Panhellenic members devoted three days each week going from 
home to home where there were crippled children to teach them the three r’s. To 
end the year, at least 75 guests gathered at the home of Mrs. John McAtee for the 
Christmas Tea. As is the custom today, Executive Board members hosted.

In 1941, in the wake of the attack on Pearl Harbor, the annual Christmas Tea was 
cancelled, and the money was used to purchase Defense Bonds. Panhellenic also 
donated a percentage of its dues to the American Red Cross and used the money 
they had previously spent to mail meeting notices to members to purchase maga-
zine subscriptions for soldiers’ recreation centers. 

Most social functions were put aside in the war years as Panhellenic was concentrat-
ing on war work. This included rolling surgical bandages and selling war stamps and 
bonds at the downtown booth known as the “little house” at the corner of Adams 
Street and Central Avenue and at two local Fox and Orpheum movie theaters. The 
theaters included information in their ads about which Panhellenic sorority women 
would be at the theater to sell stamps and bonds. In September of 1942 Panhellenic 
women and other women’s groups in the Phoenix community had raised $6,278.62 
in bonds and stamps at the “little house” and $3,794.50 through sales at the movie 
theaters. By April, that amount had risen to $40,167.80. 

Panhellenic Red Cross work was done the last Monday of the month at the Phoe-
nix Woman’s Club house from 7 to 10 pm. Women who participated were asked to 
wear cotton dresses. Panhellenic women also volunteered to serve as hostesses and 
provide refreshments each Sunday during the coffee hour at the United Service Or-
ganizations (USO) club. Panhellenic member, Anna Sissons frequently played piano 
selections at these events. And Panhellenic again placed a register in Goldwater’s 
women’s restroom, looking for additional Greek letter women in the area.

As the tide of the war in Europe began to turn in late 1944, PPA revived the Pan-
hellenic Holiday Tea at the Encanto clubhouse in honor of alumnae, active mem-

bers, and pledges. The 1945 annual 
Spring luncheon was rescheduled 
due the death of President Roos-
evelt; the war in Europe ended in 
May that year; and in December 
more than 150 guests enjoyed the 
Holiday Tea at the home of Mrs Jo-
seph Woollett, past National Presi-
dent of Delta Gamma.

More and more Panhellenic bridge 
teas and dances meant more and 1942 Luncheon Event
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more money for its philanthropy. A 1946 bridge tea raised money for the Florence 
Crittenton Home, and in 1947 PPA voted to extend scholarships to women at Arizona 
State College at Flagstaff, Gila Junior College, and Phoenix Colleges. At the Frontier 
Frolics on November 29, 1949 at the Valley Field Polo and Riding Club house on East 
Thomas Road, Panhellenic members and their escorts enjoyed an evening of danc-
ing, square dancing, games, a barbershop quartet, and a program which continued 
from 9pm until 1am. A midnight barbeque concluded the evening’s entertainment, 
all for the benefit of the scholarship loan fund.

1950s
By 1950, Phoenix’s population num-
bered 105,000, and Arizona State 
University’s enrollment tripled—to 
nearly 4,000! In April, PPA held its 
first Starlight Charity Ball at the Par-
adise Inn. Formal invitations were 
mailed, and funds benefited both the 
Scholarship Fund and the Phoenix 
School Lunch Program Inc. that fed 
underprivileged youngsters. In Febru-
ary, there was a costume party for the 
Phoenix Alumnae Presidents where 
guests dressed in frocks typical of 
their particular college period.

During the 1950’s, our first Panhellen-
ic sororities came to ASU and lived 
at Alpha Hall. To help high school 
seniors learn about college life, espe-
cially sorority life, PPA invited them 
to Cokes ‘n Cotton parties for serious 
discussions about college, wardrobe 
hints, and humorous skits.

1960s 
In a December 30, 1961 newspaper article, Panhellenic President, Mrs. William 
Goodheart ΚΑΘ, says “Panhellenic is a working organization and not a social orga-
nization. Our main goal is our scholarship program.” Indeed, the scholarship loan 
program has been an important focus of PPA since 1924 making money available 
interest free to any woman who was excelling academically in college and enabling 
her to continue her education. It has been an exceptionally successful program. By 
1958, Panhellenic had loaned a total of $7,058.75 to 67 women, without losing a single 
penny as all loans were repaid. Given the success of the loan program, PPA decided 
to expand it that year to give an outright scholarship based upon need as well as 
scholastic excellence. 

1950 Panhellenic Holiday Party
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1959 Annual Panhellenic Fall Luncheon
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Until 1960, membership in Panhellenic was not by sorority, but by individual mem-
ber. That change may have prompted the decision in 1961 to list all sorority alumnae 
chapters and their contact person’s name and address in the newspaper. In Decem-
ber, 1962, PPA again extended their philanthropy and used the proceeds from the 
annual theater party to establish a book fund for the high schools of Phoenix Union, 
Glendale, and Scottsdale school systems. The need for scholarships and loans for 
college women continued as the cost of a college education increased. For example, 
the parking fee at ASU (which enrolled 22,500 students in 1966-67) was increased 
from $3 to $5, and room and board cost $400-$416 per semester. 

In 1967, PPA sponsored a family concert with the Phoenix Symphony Orchestra and 
Symphony Chorale at Gammage Auditorium. Tickets were $1 for the main floor and 
balcony and $2 for the grand tier. The proceeds funded several $350 scholarships 
or no-interest loans to sorority women in their junior and senior years; these were 
presented by Mrs Jack Williams, wife of the governor, at the Annual Scholarship Tea.

1970s 
Fashion shows and luncheons dominated Panhellenic’s calendar in the 1970s. At 
these events, ticket prices ranged from $5 to $7 with as many as 500 or more mem-
bers and guests, some of whom modeled the fashions. To celebrate PPA’s 50th Anni-
versary there was a Fashion Show and Luncheon at the Camelback Inn with fashions 
from Saks Fifth Ave. In that 50-year period, Panhellenic awarded 130 scholarship 
loans and, since 1965, over $8,000 in scholarships.

In 1975 Panhellenic started its long asso-
ciation with the Phoenix Thunderbirds 
and the Phoenix Open. It all began when 
the husband of Alice Lindbloom KAΘ 
suggested Panhellenic women work at 
the concession stands to earn monies for 
the scholarship program. Phoenix Pan-
hellenic Association agreed, and so start-
ed our long-standing mutually benefiting 
collaboration with the Thunderbirds and the Phoenix Open—“A perfect pairing 
since 1975.”

The colors of Panhellenic attire at the Open was blue and white to mimic the Thun-
derbird colors, and women had the option to purchase a white/red hat to complete 
the look. In those early years many of you may remember that Panhellenic volun-
teers served at the concession stands, took inventory of food supplies, and cleaned 
off nearby tables. Panhellenic delegates personally reached out to members to sign 
up volunteers; men were not allowed to volunteer. Phoenix Country Club was a 
smaller venue then today’s course at the TPC, so most tents had excellent views of 
the golf action.

Executive Board making Panhellenic plans for 1971
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At our first Phoenix Open in 1976, there were 
only 6 concession tents which were staffed 
by  450 Panhellenic volunteers who clocked 
2,530 hours of service. Panhellenic volun-
teers were area alumnae and Arizona State 
coeds. In exchange for their service, they re-
ceived all the food they could eat, free passes 
for the tournament, and an opportunity to 
see celebrities like Bob Hope.

1980s 
In the 1980’s Panhellenic members volunteered at the Phoenix Open at the new 
TPC in Scottsdale to raise money for the scholarship program. Regular monthly 
meetings continued in members’ homes. Members quickly figured out who lived 
in their immediate area/neighborhood, and car pools were formed. There was no 
Google map back then, so we helped each other find the location where there was 
PPA sign at the front sidewalk welcoming us. Members of the car pools became 
friends, and often the ride to or from the meeting was the best part of the eve-
ning. Christmas events were held in a member’s home, and there was usually an 
ornament gift exchange. The May banquet/President’s potluck at the end of the 
year was usually in someone’s backyard. Scholarship recipients and their parents 
were invited, and new officers were installed. In the mid-80’s, meetings followed 
an agenda and Roberts’s Rules of Order. Loans were dropped in 1987; scholarships 
continue to this day.

In 1987 the Stadium Course at TPC Scottsdale became the permanent location 
for the Phoenix Open. Phoenix Panhellenic was still the main volunteer source 
for concessions. Many more volunteers were needed, and men were allowed to 
volunteer. Volunteers cooked hot dogs in the Bird’s Nest. ASU collegians were also 
working with us in the Bird’s Nest. Over 900 volunteers were solicited through 
their Panhellenic delegate. At that time, the Thunderbirds usually donated $15,000 
to PPA for volunteering at the Open; by 2005 PPA was earning $20,000; the 2019 
donation totaled $39,078.77.

1990s 
The 1990’s continued as in the 80’s. At the Christmas party different charities were 
introduced, and money and or donations were collected for those worthy causes. 
Volunteers continued to work at the Open, especially in the concession stands 
which kept us very busy. In 1991, for example, the concession stock included: 
9,400 sandwiches, 27,360 hot dog buns, 160,00 pounds of ice, 192 lbs. of coffee and 
225,000 cans of beer. In November 1999, the Thunderbirds named Mary Young 
ΣΣΣ and Diane Coulter ΑΧΩ of Phoenix Panhellenic the Phoenix Open Volun-
teers of the Year.

Our first Open Chair, Sharon Amrein ΚΚΓ 
and Alice Lindbloom KAΘ 
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2000s 
The 2000s brought changes in documenting and sending out minutes of the month-
ly meetings. Minutes and other important messages are sent in emails and are post-
ed online at our Facebook and Instagram accounts. Meetings are now at the Pera 
Club or at a hotel, and PowerPoints are now routinely used.

2010s 
In 2013 a new Panhellenic staff started at ASU. Several members from the board 
met with the new staff and came to a mutually beneficial understanding. PPA now 
helps at ASU recruitment, meets with Greek women to promote our scholarship 
program, and presents scholarships at their awards ceremony. The ASU Panhellen-
ic staff supports our scholarship program by volunteering with us at the Phoenix 

Open, and many often attend 
our Awards Banquet or Cel-
ebration of Sisterhood. We 
also work with the Panhellen-
ic board at Northern Arizona 
University in Flagstaff AZ. 
Members of PPA go to Flag-
staff every year for our annual 
“Slices for Scholarship” where 
we provide pizza for the Greek 
women at NAU, explain our 
scholarship program, and en-

courage them to apply. Beginning in 2013, at the Monday evening Awards Banquet, 
sororities donated baskets for a raffle to support our philanthropies.

Volunteering at the Phoenix Open is now Phoenix Panhellenic’s main source of 
income for the scholarship program which has awarded $208,350 in scholarships 
since 2011. And Panhellenic has raised over $800,000 for its philanthropies since 
the 1950’s by all means.

NPC awarded Phoenix Panhellenic Associa-
tion the 2013-2015 Harriett Macht Outstand-
ing Alumnae Panhellenic. This is awarded bi-
annually by NPC. It recognizes excellence in 
communication, programming, scholarship, 
and service. The award is sponsored by Delta 
Phi Epsilon Sorority. Accepting the award  at 
the NPC Conference in Dallas in Fall of 2015 
were Past Presidents Kim OBrien ΠΒΦ, Su-
san Norman ΔΖ, and Christy Robertson Yo-
der ΦΜ. At that event, Julie Johnson, NPC 
Panhellenics chairman, remarked that “Phoe-

Panhellenic Office at 2009 Phoenix Open

Accepting the 2013-2015 Harriett Macht 
Outstanding Alumnae Panhellenic Award



41

nix truly demonstrates the meaning of lifetime sorority membership and all the 
good that Panhellenic women can achieve working together.”

In 2015 in our 95th year, the year-end banquet was changed to a Saturday luncheon 
now called, “Celebration of Sisterhood” and has remained on Saturday ever since. 
The main elements are the same: awarding scholarships, installation of officers, 
committee reports, the announcement of “Woman of the Year,” and starting in 2018 
the “Emerging Leader of the Year” award. 2017 brought a new commitment to be-
come more involved with ASU Panhellenic, and PPA attended our first ASU Pow-
Her Conference. The Philanthropic 
Committee of Phoenix Panhellenic 
continues to participate in activities 
on the campus and to educate them 
on community philanthropic events. 
The outcome was so positive that 
similar interactions were initiated at 
the other three Arizona universities. 
Seeing the activity about this effort 
on social media shows that momen-
tum is building for it.

2020s 
Besides scholarships for women 
these past 100 years, the Phoe-
nix Panhellenic Association offers 
alumnae member leadership as well 
as social and philanthropic volun-
teer opportunities for continued so-
roroity involvement beyond college 
years. PPA has certainly enjoyed a 
rich 100 year history, and we look 
forward to the next Centennial.

2014 PPA’s Teddy Bear Donation 

2015 Panhellenic Scholarship Recipients

Sources: Arizona Republic Archives, 1940’s DZ Scrapbook, Phoenix Panhellenic Scrapbook, Interviews with 
Past Presidents, Open Chairs and Women of the Year. History Committee: Susan Norman ΔΖ, Linda Allen 
ΑΔΠ, and Mary Jo Carver ΔΓ
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2018 - 2019 Sandra Gocke ΑΦ
2017 - 2018 Nancy Harris ΚΚΓ
2016 - 2017 Pat Foster ΣΣΣ
2015 - 2016 Kim OBrien ΠΒΦ
2014 - 2015 Christy Robertson Yoder ΦΜ
2013 - 2014 Susan Norman  ΔΖ 
2012 - 2013 Tamara Allen Dodrill ΑΔΠ
2011 - 2012 Amy Shaw ΑΓΔ
2010 - 2011 Kelly Friedlander ΖΤΑ
2009 - 2010 Audrey Stewart ΑΟΠ
2008 - 2009 Katie Hall  ΣΚ
2007 - 2008 Tracy Roberts ΧΩ
2006 - 2007 Julie Lindsay ΑΞΔ
2005 - 2006 Suzy Burger ΔΔΔ
2019-2020 Diane Coulter  ΑΧΩ
2003 - 2004 Holly Weidner  ΓΦΒ
2002 - 2003 Caro McDonald   ΔΓ

PAST PRESIDENTSPAST PRESIDENTS
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2001 - 2002 Juliann Trump  ΑΦ
2000 - 2001 Tracy Stull   ΚΑΘ
1999 - 2000 Donna Draper ΠΒΦ
1998 - 1999 Teri Glaser ΑΕΦ
1997 - 1998 Loretta Pacheco ΑΣΑ
1996 - 1997 Mary Young ΣΣΣ
1995 - 1996 Pat Wells ΔΖ
1994 - 1995 Kay Glantz ΑΔΠ
1993 - 1994 Nancy Gretzinger ΑΓΔ
1992 - 1993 Joyce Hassel  ΖΤΑ
1991 - 1992 Judy Pykare ΑΟΠ
1990 - 1991 Shirley Schusler ΣΚ
1989 - 1990 Mary Beth Whitney ΧΩ
1988 - 1989 Helen Cornett ΑΞΔ
1987 - 1988 Gael Parks ΔΔΔ
1986 - 1987 Cindy Halpern ΑΧΩ
1985 -1986 Rita Dickinson ΓΦΒ

PAST PRESIDENTSPAST PRESIDENTS
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1984 - 1985 Lynn Barnes ΔΓ
1983 - 1984 Vicki Silverman ΑΦ
1982 - 1983 Sharon Amrein ΚΚΓ
1981 - 1982 Kay Benedict ΚΑΘ
1980 - 1981 Elsie Hale ΠΒΦ
1979 -1980 Ginny Turley ΑΣΑ
1978 - 1979 Athena Stamatis ΣΣΣ
1977 - 1978 Georgann Cain ΚΔ
1976 - 1977 Sandy Paulson ΦΜ 
1975 - 1976 Marilyn Jackson ΔΖ
1974 - 1975 Linda Allen ΑΔΠ
1973 - 1974 Audrey Kaasa ΑΓΔ
1972 - 1973 Martha Walker ΖΤΑ
1971 - 1972 Bea Starr ΑΟΠ
1970 - 1971 Carol Thompson  ΣΚ
1969 - 1970 Mrs. John Schroll (Mary Leigh) ΧΩ
1968 - 1969 Mrs. Harry Sorbon (Jeannine) ΑΞΔ

PAST PRESIDENTSPAST PRESIDENTS
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PAST PRESIDENTSPAST PRESIDENTS

1967 - 1968 Mrs. Ruth J. Lovebury ΔΔΔ
1966 - 1967 Mrs. Charles Horton ΑΧΩ
1966 - 1967 Mrs. David Slipher ΑΧΩ 
1965 - 1966 Mrs. George Petty ΓΦΒ
1964 - 1965 Mrs. James Frances ΔΓ
1963 - 1964 Mrs. Robert Schuster ΑΦ 
1962 - 1963 Mrs. Darrow Thompson ΚΚΓ
1961 - 1962 Mrs. William Goodheart ΚΑΘ
1960 - 1961 Mrs. Leon F. Bentley ΠΒΦ
1959 - 1960 Mrs. Dorothea Davison ΣΚ
1958 - 1959 Mrs. Ariel Robison ΠΒΦ
1957 - 1958 Mrs. James Hunter ΑΔΠ
1956 - 1957 Miss Joan Daniels ΔΖ
1955 - 1956 Mrs. Jack Murphy ΧΩ
1954 - 1955 Mrs. Edward Janney ΑΣΑ
1953 - 1954 Mrs. Glenn Kearney ΑΣT 
1952 - 1953 Mrs. James Henderson ΓΦΒ
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1951 - 1952 Mrs. John Coppen ΑΧΩ
1950 - 1951 Mrs. Robert Japp ΓΦΒ 
1949 - 1950 Mrs. O.H. Mackley ΑΦ
1948 - 1949 Mrs. O.C. Stallings ΑΓΔ
1947 - 1948 Mrs. J. Whitney Carrol ΔΓ
1946 - 1947 Mrs. L.M. Linxweiller ΧΩ
1945 - 1946 Mrs. Scott Andrus ΠΒΦ
1944 - 1945 Mrs. Alexander McLeod ΑΓΔ
1943 - 1944 Mrs. Alexander McLeod ΑΓΔ
1942 - 1943 Miss Evelyn Cornick ΔΓ
1941 - 1942 Mrs. Ann P. Bush ΚΚΓ
1940 - 1941 Mrs. Ann P. Bush ΚΚΓ
1939 - 1940 Mrs. O.W. Thoeny ΠΒΦ
1938 - 1939 Mrs. J.O. Calhoun ΑΞΔ
1937 - 1938 Miss Ione Noble ΧΩ
1936 - 1937 Mrs. George Sampson ΚΚΓ 
1935 - 1936 Mrs. Fred Starbuck ΠΒΦ
1934 - 1935 Mrs. John Scott ΑΧΩ
1933 - 1934 Mrs. Ralph Fields ΔΓ
1932 - 1933 Mrs. Leslie Price ΓΦΒ
1931 - 1932 Miss Winona Montgomery  ΧΩ
1930 - 1931 Miss Winona Montgomery  ΧΩ
1929 - 1930 Mrs. Malcom Heffelman ΑΔΠ
1928 - 1929 Mrs. C.T. Yates ΔΓ
1927 - 1928 Mrs. C.T. Yates ΔΓ
1926 - 1927 Mrs. Walter Seavey ΑΦ
1925 - 1926 Mrs. Leon H. Woolsey ΑΧΩ
1924 - 1925 Mrs. E.T. Collings ΚΚΓ 
1923 - 1924 Mrs. A.J. Keen ΔΖ 
1922 - 1923 Mrs. Lucy Galbraith ΚΑΘ
1921 - 1922 Mrs. Logan Munson ΚΚΓ
1920 - 1921 Miss Margaret Hurley ΑΟΠ

PAST PRESIDENTSPAST PRESIDENTS


